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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Board of Public Utilities
44 South Clinton Avenue, 3™ Floor, Suite 314
Post Office Box 350
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350

www.nj.qov/bpu/

ENERGY

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF NEW JERSEY
NATURAL GAS COMPANY FOR APPROVAL OF A
MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE IN THE BOROUGH OF
LINCOLN PARK, MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

DECISION AND ORDER

N N S’ Mot

DOCKET NO. GE17080880
Parties of Record:

Andrew K. Dembia, Esq., on behalf of Petitioner, New Jersey Natural Gas Company
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director, New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel

BY THE BOARD:'

New Jersey Natural Gas Company (“NJNG” or “Company”), a reguiated public utility subject to
the jurisdiction of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board”), is a corporation duly
organized under the laws of the State of New Jersey engaged in the distribution and
transportation of natural gas. NJNG distributes natural gas and provides transportation service
to over 500,000 residential, commercial and industrial customers located in Monmouth and
Ocean counties, and parts of Middlesex, Burlington and Morris counties in New Jersey.

NJNG currently provides natural gas service within the Borough of Lincoln Park ("Borough™).
The Company’s ten (10) year consent to use the streets within the Borough for the provision of
gas service expires on October 25, 2017. On May 7, 2017 pursuant to Ordinance No. 3-17, the
Borough renewed its consent and granted NJNG continued permission to lay and construct its
pipes, mains, and related appurtenances and facilities within the streets, alteys, squares and
public places within the Borough for a period of twenty (20) years to furnish gas service in the
Borough. By letter dated June 6, 2017, the Company accepted and agreed to the terms of the
consent. Copies of the Ordinance and the letter of acceptance are attached to this Order as
Exhibits “A” and “B" respectively.

! Commissioner Dianne Solomon did not participate.
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On June 22, 2017, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and N.J.A.C. 14:1-5.5, NJNG filed a petition
requesting that the Board approve the consent adopted by the Borough. As required by law and
after notice, a hearing in this matter was held on August 17, 2017. William Agee, Esq., the
Board’s duly appointed hearing officer, presided over the hearing. ‘Appearances were made on.
behalf of the Company, the New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel (“Rate Counsel’) and Board
Staff. No other party participated in the hearing or filed any written submission with the Board
related to this proceeding.

At the hearing, the Company relied on its petition and exhibits filed with the Board and
presented the testimony of John Wyckoff, its Director of Engineering. According to Mr. Wyckoff,
NJNG does not anticipate any significant growth in the Borough for the next ten (10} to twenty
(20) years. Mr. Wyckoff testified that the Company has the capacity to service the present level
of growth within the Borough.

Rate Counsael, in its written comments to the petition dated September 11, 2017, indicated that it
does not oppose approval of the petition, It notes that the ordinance limits the consent to a
period of twenty (20) years, and states that it is consistent with the applicable statutory
provisions. However, Rate Counsel requests that approval of the petition include certain
restrictions which are incorporated in this Order.

After a full review of the entire record, the Board HEREBY FINDS that the municipal consent for
use of the streets, which is the subject of this matter, is necessary and proper for the public
convenience and properly serves the public interest, and that NJNG has the ability to continue
to provide safe, adequate and proper service. The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company
has the necessary experience, financial capability, capacity, and facilities in the Borough to
continue to provide adequate and appropriate service to its existing customers, and that the
twenty (20) year duration of the municipal consent to use the streets is consistent with N...S.A.
48:3-15. ‘Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14, HEREBY APPROVES the
consent granted to NJNG by the Borough fo continue to provide gas service, and for the
continued use of its public streets for that purpose for a period of twenty (20) years.

The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions:

1. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes
whatsoever the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter
to be owned by NJNG.

2. This Order shall not effect nor in any way limit the exercise of the authority of this
Board or of the State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to
rates, franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or
in any other matters affecting NJNG.
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This Order shall be effective as of October 30, 2017.

DATED: \O \’Z_O\ \1 BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

) (LMQ

p i RICHARD S. MRO
PRESIDENT

i/ L/UQ,LL/ fm%%—/

! JJOSEPH L. FIORDALISO MARY-ANNA HOLDEN
l/ COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER

UPENDRA J. CHIVUKULA
COMMISSIONER

" IRENE KIM ASBUR
SECRETARY

‘I:[HEREBY C;ERTIFY that the within
OCuUment is a true copy of the orginal
in the files of the Board of Public U%rhfles

Gl iy

3 BPU DOCKET NO. GE17060680



,Agenda Date: 10/20/17
Agenda ltem: A

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY FOR
APPROVAL OF A MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE IN THE BOROUGH OF LINCOLN PARK,
MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY - DOCKET NO. GE17060680

Rate Counsel:

Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director
Division of Rate Counsel

140 East Front Street, 4" floor
Post Office Box 003

Trenton, NJ 08625-0003
sbrand@rpa.nj.gov

Brian Lipman, Litigation Manager
Division of Rate Counsel

140 East Front Street, 4" floor
Post Office Box 003 _
Trenton, NJ 08625-0003

blipman@rpa.nj.gov

Maura Caroselli, Esq.

Division of Rate Counsel

140 East Front Street, 4" floor
Post Office Box 003 ‘
Trenton, NJ 08625-0003
mecaroselli@rpa.nj.qov

Felicia Thomas-Friel, Esq.
Division of Rate Counsel

140 East Front Street, 4" floor
Post Office Box 003

Trenton, NJ 08625-0003

fthomas@rpa.nj.gov

Shelly Massey, Paralegal
Division of Rate Counsel

140 East Front Street, 4" floor
Post Office Box 003

Trenton, NJ 08625-0003
smassey@rpa.ni.gov

Deputy Attorneys General:

Alex Moreau, DAG

Department of Law & Public Safety
Division of Law

124 Halsey Street

" Post Office Box 45029

Newark, NJ 07101-45029
alex.moreau@law.njoag.qov

SERVICE LIST

Board of Public Utilities:

Megan Lupo, Esg.

Legal Specialist

Counsel's Office

Board of Public Utilities

44 South Clinton Avenue, 3rd Floor, Suite 314
Post Office Box 350

Trenton, NJ 08625-0350
megan.lupo@bpu.nj.gov

‘ Thomas Walker, Director

Division of Energy

Board of Public Utilities

44 South Clinton Avenue, 3rd Floor, Suite 314
Post Office Box 350

Trenton, NJ 08625-0350
thomas.walker@bpu.nj.gov

Stacy Peterson, Deputy Director

Division of Energy

Board of Public Utilities

44 South Clinton Avenue, 3rd Floor, Suite 314
Post Office Box 350

Trenton, NJ 08625-0350

stacy.peterson@bpu.nj.gov

John Zarzycki

Board of Public Utilities

44 South Clinton Avenue, 3™ Floor
Suite 314

Post Office Box 350

Trenton, NJ 08625-0350

john.zarzycki@bpu..nj.gov

New Jersey Natural Gas Company:

Andrew K. Dembia, Esq.
Regulatory Affairs Counsel

New Jersey Natural Gas Company
1415 Wyckoff Road

P.O. Box 1464

Wall, New Jersey 07719

adembia@ning.com
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Renee Greenberg, DAG Borough of Lincoln Park:
Department of Law & Public Safety

Division of Law Cynthia L. Sioane, RMC, CMR, Clerk
124 Halsey Street Borough of Lincoln Park

Post Office Box 45029 34 Chapel Hill Road

Newark, NJ 07101-45029 Lincoln Park, NJ 07035

renee.greenberg@law.njoag.gov csloane@bolp.org

Diane M. Ketchum, Clerk of the Board
Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders
Administration and Records Building

Court Street

P.O. Box 900

Morristown, NJ 07963-0900
DianeK@co.morris.nj.us

Ann F. Grossi, Esq., County Clerk
Administration and Records Building
Court Street

P.0. Box 315

Morristown, NJ 07963-0315
ccemail@co.morris.nj. us
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e heratofore or-hersafler located'and Inutﬂled thal reagonably Intarfere with tenstruction, re-construction and malntenance

1 Municipal Code and any @mendments tharsto, dealing with streat opanings and excavation, and shali, sxcept In the cuse

..'aft.lncdn Puk. *

Ordinance: #1,568

Introduced: ON2017
Adoptad: D4NTMT
Effactive: osionT

ORDINANCE 317

TAN ORDINANCE Gmﬂﬂé PERMISSION AND CONSENT TQ NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY TO LAY,
|, MAINTAIN ANDOFERATE GAS FACILITIES IN THE BOROUGH OF LINCOLN PARK, COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE
. ™ OF NEW JERSEY, ANDPRESCRIBING THE MANNER OF DOING 50

WHEREAS tha Borough of Lincoln Park passed Ordinance 15-07 (adopted May 21, 2007 — offactive Juna 10, 2007)
grnnhn;';1 pergnlnlon and consent 1o New Jmey Natural Gas Company to fay, maintain, and operate gas faclities mthn the
orough; an X

. WHEREAS Ordlnanoe 15—07 wai for & perlod of fen (10} years and thal the aforemantioned tima peried s due fo
expke on orabom Oclobar 2017; and

WHEREAS the Borough of Lincoin Park has d.larrnlned that i fs appropriate and in the best Interasts of the Borough
o mnﬁnue the franchise/relationship with New Jarney Natural Gas Company; and

i NOW, THEREFORE, BE iT ORDAENED by the Berough Council of Uincoln Park, County of Morris, State of New
‘| Jersey, as I'olldws

SECTION'ONE: - -~ Subioet 15 ihe provisions of epplicable Borough Ordinances, permission and consent is

henaty granlsd-to New Jersdy Natural Gas Company, fo‘erect, constiuct, ra-construct, remove, inspect, makntain and

_ operate ts malns and plpel. together'with all appirienances thersto, In, through, upon, along, aver and under alf the varlous

pubiic streets, alleys, squares-and public places In the Borough of Lincaln Park for the purpose of oonduding. transmitting
and dis!rlhuﬂng natural gas Lpon the tarms and conditions herelnafter provided,

SECT.IO_N TWOQ: °  Underground concults shall be placad balow the surface of sald slreets, roads, avenuss,

and highways snd parts thereof and, with tha sxceplion of sarvica branches 10 curb lines and other facilifles, sald conduits

. shall not be constructad more than five (') feet fram the curb line, unless obsiructions make It necessary to deviats from

such course or Lnless tha parties muttrally agres to another lecation, All underground conduits' shall ba placed at least
eightesn (187) Inches batow the surface,

- Al condulta shall ba focated underground and shall be a0 constructed as to conform 1o the cross-sectional and
longitudinal grade of the sutfaca so a8 not {o Interfere with the safely or convanience of persans or vehiclas,

SECTION THREE: Al lies, -underground conduits, topether with all asscclated equipmenl, fixturas and
appurtenances (hersinafter “FACILITIES"), shall be located, installed and maintained so as not fo interfers with any public
water, saniary. sawer,, atorrn dralnaga of - -other public facilties, fixtures and apputienances (hereinafier “PUBLIC
FACILITIES™

New Jersey Natural Gas Company further agrees 1o remove and relocate, at its sole sxpenue, gll FASILITIES

of any PUBLIC FACILITY.

" . New Jemey Naturg! Gas Company shall lndsmnlfy and save harmiess the Borough of Linceln Park from ail elaims
‘or suh for damagu sifalng from the: Iouﬁon canstruction, re-construction or maintenance of gny FACILITY.

* SECTION FOUR: “Before proceeding with any.of the work under this Ordinanca, New Jersey Natursl Gas
lhlli ﬂlt with the Mayor and. Gov.mlng Body of this ‘Borough, a msp or plan showing the location and size of any such
FACILITIES which map or plun lhall bo first approved by sakl Mayor and Govemning Body or their authorized
representativas. . |

Naw me Natural Gis Company thlll further atrictly comply with tha provisions of Chapter 185, Article Il of the
" of smargency, brovide to thi Borgugh it lwant ten (10) days prior nolice of any strest opanings or excavations.

SECTIONFIYE: . The surface of the streels, roads, aventies and highways and any pavement ffagging taken
up or sol andlor planting distuibed by New Jéczey Natural Gas Comparny in conatructing, re-cortricting or maintaining its
FACHITIES shal be resiorad io 85 good condltion as 1t was before the commencament of work therson at no cost to the

. Borough of Lincoln Park., No sirests, roads, svenuss and highways shall be encumbered for a longer period than shall be

" necessary lo axecuts the work. Such restoration shall be subject to tha approval of the Mayor and Goveming Body after
an inspection by s authotized represeniaiive pon complation of the work and submission of duly approved as-bullt
drawinge. '

SECTION $1X: Theuze of all stisats, roads, aventss and highways by New Jersey Natural Gas Company shall
be subject to such policy and other ngulatiom and restricticns as may be Adopted by the Gaverning Body of the Borough
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SEC'HON SEVEN: Fotlomnq Adoption and final passage of this Ordinance, and aceeptance theraof by New
Jerssy Natural- Gas compnny. the permlission 2nd consent granted thereln shall continue and be in forcs for @ peried of
twenly {20} years from the'dste of lts-approval by the New Jersey Board of Public Uitkities, as réguired by¥w, Throughout
the Full lrm of this Ordinancs, New Jersey Nitural Gas Company, Iis suceéasors and assigns, shall furmish safe; adaquate
arid propér service within this Borough and keep and maintain ite properly and equipment in such condilion as to enabls it
to do 50,

SEGTION EiGHT: Nothing herein contained shall be construed fo grant unto New Jersey Natural Gas
Company, s succéssos and assigns, an exclusive’ nghl. or lo prevent the granting of permlssion and consent to other -
companies for like purposas of anyslruh roads, avenuss or highways of the Borough of Lincaln Park.

. SECTION NINE: Theterm 'EOROUGH, as used in {his Or’d' inance; shali be held to apply to-and include
-any form of municipality or government inta Vehich this Borouigh, or any part thereof, may; & any fime ‘hereafter be changed,
‘arinexed.or maiged, and (he term "BOROUGH" or any other. tsrm herelr: used I referring Lo the Governing body of this

- Bordughshall ba held to apply to; and Indude, the Gaverning Body of such other form ¢f municipality,

SECTION TEN: New Jorsay Nalural Gas Company shall pay the expenses Incurred for advertising done in
ennnecﬂonwrth the passage of this Ordlnance ‘within thirly (30) days after the effactive date thereof,

. SECTEOH ELEVEK. Upen Passage of this Ordinance, In accordance with the laiw, he Borough Clerk ahall prowde.
New Jorsey Niliral Ga& Copipany wilhi writisn notice theredf by Certified Mall. New Jefsey Nalural Gas Company shall
file with the Borough Clark its witien accaptance of sald Ordinance within thirly (30) days of the receipt of said notice,

SECTION TWELVE: I any soction, paraomph. subdivision, clause or provisfon of this Crdinance shall be Judged
invalld, such adjudication shall apply onty ta the section, paragraph, subdivision, cleuss or provision so adjudged, and the
remainder of this Ordinance shall be dnm-d valid :nd offactive. .

SECTION THIRTEEN: All Ordlnancbs or parts of Ordinancas Inconsistent herewzm arg hereby repealed to the
. axtant of such Inconllslency only.

SECTION FOURT!EN This Ordinarice shall take effect untit the Borough of Lincoln Park recelves notice that it
has been approved by the Board of F‘ublle Ullities,

L

Vi

4 o
7 Geary Gemian Councll President

| D David Runfaid, Mayor -

NTRQDUCED, o * March20, 2017

PUBLISHER IN DALY RECORD: | March 28, 2017
PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION: Aprif 17, 2017
PUBLISHED | Y REC : April 23, 2017
EFEECTIVE DATE: May 7, 2017
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New Jersey
6 Natural Gas
June 6, 2017

Via Federal Express Overnight Delivery (7793-0935-3434)

Honorable Cynthia L. Sloane, RMC, CMR, Clerk
Borough of Lincoln Park

" 34 Chapel Hill Road,
Lincoln Park, New Jersey 07035

Re: AN ORDINANCE GRANTING PERMISSION AND CONSENT TO NEW
JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY TO LAY, MAINTAIN
ANDOPERATE GAS FACILITIES IN THE BOROUGH OF LINCOLN
PARK, COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AND
PRESCRIBING THE MANNER OF DOING SO ORDINANCE 3-17

Dear Ms. Sloane:

New Jersey Natural Gas Company (“NJNG”) hereby accepts the terms and provisions of

the franchise consent granted by the Mayor and Borough Council on April 17, 2017 with

an effective date of May 7, 2017 and hereby. agrees to be bound by the terms and
provisions thereof. See Ordinance 3-17 attached hereto.

Please be advised that NING will submit the Ordinance to the New Jersey Board of
Public Utilities for approval.

Respectfully submitted,

D S

Andrew K. Dembia, Esq.
Regulatory Affair Counsel

AKD:jpe

Attachment

1415 Wyckoff Road P.O, Box 1464 Wall, NJ 67719 Phone: 800-221-0051 www,njng.com
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